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A place apart should be assigned to the green bronzes of the
Prambanan period, of which the Musee Guimet possesses an im-
portant series, bequeathed to it by Monsieur J. J. Meijer. These are
small works, not more than about ten inches in height; but every
one is a masterpiece. What purity and elegance there are in the
standing Avalokitesvara with the ten arms, which combines in itself
the two characteristics of the finest Javanese style: simplicity of line
and the decorative value of the rare ornamental motives (Fig. 126)!
On the other hand, what amplitude there is in the neighbouring
statue of Kuvera, the god of wealth! To arrive at an estimate of the
worth of these works, we have only to compare them to the analogous
productions of the art of other parts of the East. For instance, the
Avalokitesvara of the Musee Guimet is treated in accordance with
the accepted canons and is of the same rather cold and elongated
type as the figures of the bodhisattva in Nepal or central Asia.(Yet if
this bronze is placed alongside of the Himalayan bronzes or the
paintings at Tuen-huang, we feel what a difference there is between
a living interpretation of a metaphysical theme and a purely ab-
stract rendering of it. On the other hand, if we compare the Javanese
statue of Kuvera in the Musee Guimet with similar works of Indian
or Chinese art, we find in the latter a heavy, corpulent grotesque, but
in the former a figure whose traditional stout proportions in no way
impair its grace and majesty. Perhaps it is in this very point that the
Javanese sculptors give the full measure of their powers. When they
work in stone, they are, after all, hampered by the intractability of
the trachyte, and it is only in their bronzes that their skill reveals
itself in all its softness. Not till now can we really appreciate the
nobility of the shoulders, the exquisite quality of the torsos, the purity
of the legs, the infinite charm of these nude figures from the tropics,
which we are surprised to find displaying such classical qualities.
If the Hellenic ideal is made up of moderation, plenitude, and taste